
Abstract

This issue oí Cuadernos de Derecho Público includes the work of a group
of legal experts specialized in constitútional and procedural law at a seminar
held February 17-18, 2000son jurisprudente relating to article 24 of the
Spanish Constitution of 1978. This article proclaims the fundamental right
of access to justice and establishes the basic set of procedural guarantees.
This is an extremely important provisión for procedural law and for the legal
system in general. The starting point for the authors is the recognition of the
important work done by the Constitútional Court on article 24. However, in
their opinión, there are still shady or unclear áreas in the interpretation of
this constitútional provisión which require consideration and proposals. In
this issue we propose not only to state the specific p.roblems noted in
constitútional law, but also to advance toward possible solutions.

The following rights and guarantees are analyzed in light of this double
focus:

— Acess to justice.
— Effective legal protection, avoiding lack of a proper legal defense.
— Presumption of innocence.
— Natural judge.
— Public trial with full guarantees and without undue delays.
— Being informed of the accusation, not testifying against oneself and

not confessing guilt.
— Defense and legal aid.
— Use of relevant evidence.
— Appeals.
— Obtaining a decisión based on Law and with legal grounding.
— Execution of sentences.
— Invariability of legal decisions.
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